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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, March 27, 2017, at 3 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We are at the end of a difficult week
filled with long days of work on legisla-
tion of great import for all Americans.

May Your peace descend upon this
assembly. May wisdom and good faith
rule the day, and may each Member
proceed, with the help of Your grace,
on the day’s proceedings.

We all thank You that we have the
privilege to serve in the people’s House.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the
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ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

REMEMBERING TOM FRIEDKIN

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, a man
loved throughout Houston, throughout
Texas, throughout America, and
throughout our world, Tom Friedkin
put on his angel wings and flew to
Heaven last week.

Tom was the force behind Houston’s
largest private company, Gulf States

Toyota. Tom put an ‘“‘open for busi-
ness’’ sign up in 1969. Thirty years
later, Tom was inducted into the Texas
Business Hall of Fame.

Tom’s brain made him a billionaire,
but his heart was worth much, much
more. Tom took that heart to Tanzania
to protect elephants from being
poached and killed. Tom’s foundation
signed a 30-year agreement with Tan-
zania to make it a better country.

A legend Texans love, Bum Phillips,
would say this about Tom FriedKkin:
Tom, you may not be in a class by
yourself, but whatever class you are in,
it don’t take long to call the roll.

God bless you, Tom.

———

HEALTHCARE BILL OUGHT TO BE
REJECTED

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, well, here
we are. Today is the day when this
House will vote on whether or not ac-
cess to health care is a fundamental
right in this country or should be lim-
ited to those of means who can afford
it, whether access to lifesaving pre-
ventative care is something that Amer-
icans ought to be able to depend upon.

Now, we haven’t seen the final lan-
guage of the bill—it is still being
worked on—although we are voting on
it today, but here is what we know:

It will result in higher costs.

It will force families to pay higher
premiums and higher out-of-pocket
costs.

It will provide less coverage; and, in
fact, just in the last couple of days,
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